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ZOOLOGICAL NOTES AND QUERIES. 


- Partridge not Hatching her Young.—My friend Henry Tuckett some years since 
sent me an inquiry whether the experience of naturalists tended to establish the fact 
implied in the following simile, “ As the partridge sitteth on eggs and hatcheth them 
not.”—Jeremiah xvii. 11. In reply I would remark, 


Ist. That the words printed in Italics are avowedly interpolated by the translator. © 


2nd. That the original has no equivalent to partridge. The Hebrew word Korey 
is the active present participle of the verb to cry or call (constantly used for the noun 
or nominative), and cannot be identified with a partridge, or even with a bird more 
than with a quadruped, or anything else that cries or calls. 

3rd. The word hatcheth is in the original bringing forth, which again is equally ap- 
plicable to a quadruped, and, as used in the Hebrew, is applied either to male or 
female ; the same word in other passages is translated begetteth. 

4th. The counexion of the passage with the partridge is therefore solely attributa- 
ble to the translator, and not to the author, whose language is this : “ The crying one 
broodeth and doth not bring forth.” - 

I am indebted to the kindness of a young friend, who is an excellent Hebrew 
scholar, for the ability to make this reply, which I 5.4 will prove perfectly conclu- 
sive.-—Edward Newman. 


Osteology of Cormorant.—In dissecting a cormorant (Carbo cormoranus), a few 
years since, I met with a small triangular, pyramidal bone, about one inch and a half 
in length, and three-eighths at its greatest diameter. It was lying at the base of the 


skull, just above the first cervical vertebra, from which it was quite detached, but was 


firmly united to the skull by a ligament which acted as a kind of hinge. Not finding 


any mention made of such a bone either by Cuvier, Buffon, Yarrell, Bewick, Mudie | 


or Bell (in his work on Comparative Anatomy), I am quite at a loss to know by what 
appellation to designate it. I feel pretty certain that it is of an osseous and not of a 
cartilaginous texture, for as to this I paid particular attention, being surprised at 
finding such a substance in such a situation. Is it not likely that nature has deviated 
a little from her usual course, and that the apex of the bone may serve as an attach- 
ment for the elevator muscle of the crest? I cannot say whether this bone is always 
present in these birds, and should feel much obliged by any correspondent enlighten- 
ing me on the various points upon which I have touched. —John N. Duck ; Kings- 


down, Bristol, March 7, 1851. 


Singular Bird’s Nest.—I find in the February number of the ‘ Zoologist,’ a com- 
munication from Mr. Hewitson, in which he says that-a nest which I had described in 


a previous number, is undoubtedly that of the lesser redpole (Zinota linaria). It may 


seem presumptuous in me, after so high an authority as that of Mr. Hewitson, still to 
hold the possibility of its belonging to some other species. I cannot help thinking 
that such is the case, from the pure white colour of the eggs, and from the total ab- 
sence of spots. I haye compared the eggs with those of the lesser redpole, and though 
they correspond in size, the difference in colour is quite as great as between those of 
the common barn-door hen and the guinea-fowl. ‘The lesser redpole is not at all un- 
common here; in the Spring of 1849, I found three nests within a hundred yards of 
the house. They were built, as I have generally found to be the case here, in low 
spruce and silver firs.—Francis K. Amherst ; St. Mary’s, Oscott, March 13, 1851. 


P.S.—If Mr. Hewitson has no objection, I should be glad to send him an egg 
for inspection.—F. K.A, 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. 


ENTOMOLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS. 


A MAHOGANY PEDESTAL CABINET of Twelve Drawers: the Draw- 


ets are 18 inches by 16 inches, 2} inches deep. A PAINTED DITTO, of 


Sixteen Drawers, 18 inches by 16, 2 inches deep. A MAHOGANY EGG 
CABINET, the Drawers are 22 inches long by 16, from 2} inches deep down to 


44. A-PAINTED DITTO of Six Drawers, from 2 inches down to 5. To be 


seen at W. Downrna’s, 169, Great Dover-street, Borough. 
W. D. feels grateful to those gentlemen who have hitherto favoured him with 


their orders, and begs to assure them that he will continue to furnish all kinds of — 


ENTOMOLOGICAL INSTRUMENTS at the lowest prices. : : 


A Collection of Insects always on sale. — Gentlemen’s Cabinets and Store and 


Pocket Boxes ‘nade to order on the most reasonable terms. 


ENJAMIN EDGINGTON, Tent, Fiac, RIcK- 

CLtorn ManvuractuReER, 2, Duke-street, London Bridge, has an extensive stock 

of Tents and Marquees prepared for the ensuing season, adapted for Horticultural 
Societies, Archery Meetings and Cricket Clubs ; Public Dinners, Fetes, and Fanc 

Fairs: and may be had of any dimensions. Flags and Banners, Rooms decorated, 

Emigration Tents, with Cot and every requisite, may be seen at his Manufactory, 2, 


Duke-street, Southwark. Netting and Bunting for fruit-trees, Archangel Mats, Sacks, 


Ropes, Railway Truck-covers, &c.—There are two Tents in the Exhibition of 1851. 


RITISH BIRDS. —A ‘Collection of Stuffed British Birds and 
Mammalia in Glass Cases, will be sold by Auction in the month of Jane, 1851. 
Amore detailed advertisement will appear in the ‘ Zoologist’ for June. Further par- 
tculars and a view of the collection may be had on application to Mr. Birp, 5, 
Verulam Buildings, Gray’s Inn. | | 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Mr. C. H. Smith communicates the occurrence of the Great Gray Shrike in Bed. 
_ Mr. Cordeaux communicates the capture of a white-tailed eagle in Scotland: thisiat 
is a common occurrence. 
_ The scraps from Mr. Cordeaux’s note-book, and Mr. H. W. Newman’s observations 
of the Hive-bee, received with many thanks. 
The Cockney Sparrow and early Breakfast Shop in the June number. os ” 
The ‘ Naturalist.’—I have received a number. 


EDWARD NEWMAN, PRINTER, DEVONSHIRE STREET, BISHOPSGATE. 
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